
  

Part 1: Open to the public 

 
 

REPORT OF 

 
The Strategic Director for People 

 

TO 
 

Procurement Board 
 

ON 

 
13th April 2022 

 

 
 
TITLE: Approval to go out to competition for home to school transport services for 

the Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre      

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
That Procurement Board grant authority for transport services for the Alder Brook 

Primary Partnership Centre to be procured in accordance with the Council’s Contract 
Procedure Rules through a mini competition under the Dynamic Purchasing System 
for Transport framework. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

The purpose of this report is to request approval to go out competition for the 
delivery of the above-mentioned service for the reasons outlined below. 

 
 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  

Report of The Strategic Director for People to Procurement Board on 27th June 2018 
‘Approval for an Exception to Contractual Standing Orders to award a contract for 

MDS Minibuses for home to school journeys for Alder Brook Primary Partnership 
Centre.’      

PB27%2006%2018Al

derbrookPrimaryTransport.docx 

 

KEY DECISION: Not at this stage – a key decision only occurs when the Council is 
awarding the contract.  



  

 

DETAILS:   

Pupils attending Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre have been excluded from 
mainstream provision. The Centre delivers to Key Stage 1 and 2. Pupils are aged 5-

11 years of age.  

 
Pupils are transported to and from school, between mainstream education and the 

Centre when receiving mixed provision, off site to support personalised learning and 
to assessment appointments which impact upon their educational achievement. The 

Local Authority is obliged to facilitate transport under the Education Act 1996 and the 
Education and Inspections Act 2006.   

 

MDS Minibuses were previously awarded a contract under the Dynamic Purchasing 
System for Transport (DPST) by the Strategic Director for Children’s Services for the 

academic year 2016/17 with the option of annual rolling extensions.  

 
Following a later report presented to Procurement Board by the Strategic Director for 

People on 27th June 2018 an ‘Exception to Contractual Standing Orders’ was 
agreed to extend the MDS Minibuses contract from 3rd September 2018 to 20th July 

2020, with the option to extend to 20th July 2022. It was agreed in the report that 
market conditions would be re-assessed towards the end of this period. It has now 
been concluded by the school and the Council’s Procurement Team, that a mini 

competition under the existing DPST framework would be the best option to ensure 
that Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre continues to receive the best and most 

cost-effective service available for transport from the academic year 2022/2023 
onwards.  
 

Consequently, the request is that a tender is put out to market for an initial period of 
three years from 6th September 2022 to 20th July 2025 with an option to extend for 

a further two years to 20th July 2027. 
 
The final cost of the contract will not be known until the unit cost per journey of the 

winning bidder is known, as a result of the competitive process. However, based on 
cost of the current contract, the contract for the next five years from September 2022 

will be in excess of £350,000 and so the decision to award will be a Key Decision 
and will require approval at Procurement Board. 
 

Following the tender process a report will be presented to Procurement Board to 
request approval to award the contract to the bidder that has submitted the most 

economically advantageous tender. 

 
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Home to School Transport Policy 2018 

 
 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: Not applicable. 

 



  

 
 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  If this contract does not go out to tender then pupils at the 
Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre will not have the transport they are entitled 

to under the  Education Act 1996 and the Education and Inspections Act 2006.   

 
 

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  See financial comments below.  

 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  
 

Supplied by: Tony Hatton, Solicitor, 0161 219 6323 
 

When commissioning contracts for the procurement of goods, services or the 
execution of works the Council as a ‘contracting authority’ must comply with the Public 
Contract Regulations 2015 (PCR) as well as the provisions of its own Contractual 

Standing Orders (CSO’s), Financial Regulations and the duties of Best and Social 
value, failing which the award of a contract may be subject to legal challenge.  

 
The Council must ensure continuity of these transport services to meet the legal 
requirements for transporting children between mainstream education settings and 

PRU.  
 

The report sets out that the Council proposes to enter into a compliant procurement 
process for the appointment of an appropriate provider following a mini competition 
exercise under the dynamic purchasing system arrangement. This will give some 

comfort to the Council in ensuring that value for money is being obtained and tested, 
with open competition maintained. The carrying out of a compliant procurement 

exercise will ensure that the risk of challenge to the award of the contract to the 
selected provider is minimal and that any challenge, should it materialise, is unlikely 
to be successful. 

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Debbie Fulton, Senior Accountant,                                             
0161 778 0486 

Alder Brook Primary Partnership Centre has the budget for the transport costs for the 

tender period via funding from the Dedicated Schools Grant. 

 
 
PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Deborah Derbyshire, Category 
Manager, Level 2, Procurement, 0161 686 6244 

 
The procurement team will work with the Transport Manager and Children’s Services 

to undertake a mini competition with all transport providers that have been approved 
to be included within the Dynamic Purchasing system which will create competition 
and is also compliant with the procurement contract regulations and the council’s 

contractual standing orders.

 



  

HR IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: not applicable 

 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS: Supplied by: Fiona Fryer, Interim Planning 

Officer, Environment and Climate Change, 0161 793 3659 
 
The tender for this contract will require the winning bidder to outline their contribution 

to social value during the lifetime of the contract and how this will be monitored. This 
will include a requirement to prove how the winning bidder will contribute to the aims 

of Salford's Climate Change Strategy and the wider Environment Plan for Greater 
Manchester that this strategy sits under. The bidder’s answer to these questions will 
be assessed and scored as part of the competitive process. 

 
 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: not applicable. 

 
 

CONTACT OFFICERS: Pete Hardman 0161 925 1363 / Steve Titley 07977 495 118.

 
 
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): A number of different wards potentially, 
dependant on future home addresses of the pupils who require transport. 

 


